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Sir: 
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1. I, the inventor named in the above-referenced patent application, make this 
declaration to establish that I invented the claimed subject matter at a date prior to January 3, 2002. 
U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0123924 by Eberle, which was cited by the examiner in the first 
office action of the above-referenced patent application, was filed on January 3, 2002. 

2. A drawing of the invention is attached as Exhibit A. The drawing shows two parallel 
boards within the scope of the board recited in independent claim 1 , as each of the elements of claim 
lis shown in thedrawing. The cross-sectional view showseach board with two similarly configured 
sides, each with an upper and lower lip. As described in claim 1 , each board has a groove with the 
inner-most surface located between the upper and lower lips andwith the upper lip extending further 
from the inner-most surface than the lower lip. This drawing is also within the scope of the deck 
system recited in independent claim 1.1 because it shows a system of parallel boards each containing 
the specifications of claim 1. 
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3. The dates on Exhibit A have been blocked out. However, I declare that these dates 
are earlier than January 3, 2002 and they show I invented the claimed subject matter prior to January 
3, 2002. 

4. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that statements made herein on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent 
issuing thereon, or any patent to which this Declaration is directed. 
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